
PRAYER SERVICE TO BEGIN CLEAN WATER PROJECT IN SCHOOLS 

Play water music as students enter. 

Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

Mt 3:13, 16-17 

John put Jesus totally underwater at his baptism.  When he came out of the water, his life changed.  God 
the Father was calling him “My Son!” and he spent the next three years telling everyone how much God 
loved them.  

Student body response-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

Mk 1:14-20 

Fisherman are men whose lives are spent on the water The first people Jesus called to help him teach 
about God were fisherman.  He told them they would by fishers of humans.  

R-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

Lk 8:23-24 

Jesus was so comfortable on the water that, one time, he fell asleep while he and the Apostles were 
sailing across the Sea of Galilee.  He continued to sleep even though there was a big storm.  The 
Apostles were very afraid and woke him.  He told the wind and the water to be quiet, and they did!  
Jesus is in control of water.   

R-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

John 2:1, 5, 6-9 

A bride and groom were having fun at their wedding reception until the drinks began to run low.  They 
were worried, but Jesus use water to solve their problem.  After his first miracle, they hade enough wine 
for all their guests. 

R-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

 

 

Each reading is read by the same student 
and the reflection is read by one or two 
others. 

Teacher directions in dashed box. 



John 4:6-7,9-10,28-29, 39 

Jesus was thirsty and asked the woman for a drink.  By asking her for water, he was able to teach her 
and her whole town that God loved them. 

R-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

Mt 25:35, 38, 40 

Jesus tells us that when we provide water to those who are thirsty we will be blessed, we will earn the 
right to be in heaven with God. 

R-Water was important in the life of Jesus.  

 

Why do people worry about water? 

(As each statement is made, a student will bring in a container of dirty water and pour some in a the jug 
provided.) 

More than one billion people in the world do not have clean water to drink. 

Many places in the world cannot get water out of a faucet.  They must go to the river or the village well.  If 
they go the to river, the water is dirty.  Sometimes the water from the well is dirty, too. 

Every day more than 4,000 children die, simply because they don't have clean drinking water 

Drinking dirty water can cause diarrhea.  This is a leading cause of illness and death among infants and 
children  

Every day, women and children must spend h ours collecting water, walking miles and facing danger 
from animals and enemies. 

Women cannot perform jobs that would help pay for family needs.  Children cannot attend school.  
Without an education, their lives will never get better. 

(One student uses the purifying packet and stirs as the prayer continues.) 

 

What is water?  Why is it important?  

 (As each statement is made, a student will bring in a glass of clean water and pour it into a pitcher.) 

Water is a chemical compound with the chemical formula H2O. A water molecule contains 
one oxygen and two hydrogen atoms that are connected by covalent bonds 

Water covers 71% of the Earth's surface, 

This is read by one student as others carry in cups 
of dirty water.  I used a variety of cups, to copy 
the variety of containers used in Africa to collect 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_compound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_formula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Properties_of_water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covalent_bond


 Water is necessary for all known forms of  

Water covers 71% of the Earth's surface. 

 Greater Cincinnati Water Works provides about 133 million gallons of water a day through 3,000 miles of water pipes 
to most of Hamilton County and parts of Butler County, Warren Counties, and Boone County. 

The City of Cincinnati and Greater Cincinnati Water Works (GCWW) began operates a $30 million state-of-the-art 
Ultraviolet (UV) Disinfection Treatment Facility. 

Cincinnati has one of the best, cleanest water systems in the U. S. 

 

 

WATER!  
 Splashing 
 Dripping 
 Rippling 
 
WATER! 
 Oceans 
 Streams 
 Waterfalls 
 
WATER! 
 Rain 
 Snow 
 Ice 
WATER! FOR SHARING GOD’S LOVE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WATER! 
 For cleaning 
 For playing 
 For drinking 

For cooking 
 For swimming 
 

WATER! 

Water is the beginning of all life.  Before the world was created, the world was 
covered by water.  We were created by God to take care of all the things that God 
created.   

I did this as a choral reading, with 
all students, or just boys or just 
girls calling out “WATER!” and 
various groups of students calling 
out each word. 



 For creating 
 For growing 
 For living 
WATER! FOR SHARING GOD’S LOVE! 
 

 

 

 

WATER! 
 For healing 
 For recreating 
 For promising 
 

WATER!  
 For freedom 

For safety 
 For being unafraid 
  
 

WATER! 
 For change 
 For beginnings 
 For Baptism  
 
WATER! FOR SHARING GOD’S LOVE! 
 

 

 

 

The sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have worked with P & G to create a safe, simple way to clean water 
for people.  Based on the same process that cleans our water in Cincinnati, the process uses PUR packets 
to remove dirt, germs, disease and other things that pollute from the water.  Look what happened to 
our pitcher of dirty water.  It is now safe to drink.   

 

 

Water is for change and for promise.  God changed the earth with water and promised 
to take care of and love Noah and all humans and animals that came out of the ark 
with him. 

Water is for safety.  God saved the people be taking them through the water of the 
Red Sea and leaving their enemies on the other side.   

Stop stirring purified dirty water 
and allow to separate.  Pause after 
the words in the box so all can 
observe the water and dirt 
separating. 

Empty purified water through filter into 
small jar provided and hold up jar. 



Water is for beginnings.  Next week, we will begin the season of Lent.  We will begin collecting for the 
Clean Water Project. 

Water is for safety.  We will collect money to send to the Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.  They will 
provide their sisters who are working in Africa with many packets of PUR to make the people’s drinking 
water clean and disease free. 

Water is for change and promise.  We will help change the lives of people in Africa.  Together, we will 
experience God’s promise of love and care. 

During Lent, we will collect money to help the sisters with his program.  Please take a bucket with you as 
you leave today.  Fill it!  At the end of Lent, we will return the money to the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur and they will deliver clean drinking water and better health to the people they serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are the enlarged readings for student use.  The Scripture passages are separate, at the end. 



Water was important in the life of Jesus. 

Mt 3:13, 16-17 

John put Jesus totally underwater at his baptism.  
When he came out of the water, his life changed.  God 
the Father was calling him “My Son!” and he spent the 
next three years telling everyone how much God loved 
them. 

Mk 1:14-20 

Fisherman are men whose lives are spent on the 
water. The first people Jesus called to help him teach 
about God were fisherman.  He told them they would 
by fishers of humans.  

Lk 8:23-24 

Jesus was so comfortable on the water that, one time, 
he fell asleep while he and the Apostles were sailing 
across the Sea of Galilee.  He continued to sleep even 
though there was a big storm.  The Apostles were very 
afraid and woke him.  He told the wind and the water 
to be quiet, and they did!  Jesus is in control of water.   

 

 



John 2:1, 5, 6-9 

A bride and groom were having fun at their wedding 
reception until the drinks began to run low.  They 
were worried, but Jesus use water to solve their 
problem.  After his first miracle, they had enough wine 
for all their guests. 

John 4:6-7,9-10,28-29, 39 

Jesus was thirsty and asked the woman for a drink.  By 
asking her for water, he was able to teach her and her 
whole town that God loved them. 

Mt 25:35, 38, 40 

Jesus tells us that when we provide water to those 
who are thirsty we will be blessed, we will earn the 
right to be in heaven with God. 

 

Why do people worry about water? 

(As each statement is made, a student will bring in a 
container of dirty water and pour some in a pitcher.) 

-More than one billion people in the world do not have 
clean water to drink. 



-Many places in the world cannot get water out of a 
faucet.  They must go to the river or the village well.  If 
they go to the river, the water is dirty.  Sometimes the 
water from the well is dirty, too. 

 

-Every day more than 4,000 children die, simply 
because they don't have clean drinking water 

 

-Drinking dirty water can cause diarrhea.  This is a 
leading cause of illness and death among infants and 
children  

 

-Every day, women and children must spend hours 
collecting water, walking miles and facing danger from 
animals and enemies. 

 

-Women cannot perform jobs that would help pay for 
family needs.  Children cannot attend school.  Without 
an education, their lives will never get better. 

 



What is water?  Why is it important?  

 (As each statement is made, a student will bring in a 
glass of clean water and pour it into a pitcher.) 

-Water is a chemical compound with the chemical 
formula H2O. A water molecule contains 
one oxygen and two hydrogen atoms that are 
connected by covalent bonds 

 

-Water covers 71% of the Earth's surface. 

 Water is necessary for all known forms of.  

 

-Greater Cincinnati Water Works provides about 133 
million gallons of water a day through 3,000 miles of 
water pipes to most of Hamilton County and parts of 
Butler County, Warren County, and Boone County. 

 

-The City of Cincinnati and Greater Cincinnati Water 
Works recently began operating a $30 million state-of-
the-art Ultraviolet (UV) Disinfection Treatment 
Facility. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_compound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_formula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_formula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Properties_of_water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covalent_bond


-Cincinnati has one of the best, cleanest water systems 
in the U. S. 

 

 

 

The sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have worked 
with P & G to create a safe, simple way to clean water 
for people.  Based on the same process that cleans our 
water in Cincinnati, the process uses PUR packets to 
remove dirt, germs, disease and other things that 
pollute from the water.  Look what happened to our 
pitcher of dirty water.  It is now safe to drink.   

 

Water is for beginnings.  Next week, we will begin the 
season of Lent.  We will begin collecting for the Clean 
Water Project. 

Water is for safety.  We will collect money to send to 
the Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.  They will provide 
their sisters who are working in Africa with many 
packets of PUR to make the people’s drinking water 
clean and disease free. 



Water is for change and promise.  We will help change 
the lives of people in Africa.  Together, we will 
experience God’s promise of love and care. 

During lent, we will collect money to help the sisters 
with this program.  Please take a bucket with you as 
you leave today.  Fill it!  At the end of Lent, we will 
return the money to the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur and they will deliver clean drinking water and 
better health to the people they serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mt. 3:13, 16-17 

At the time, Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to 
John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  As soon as 
Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water.  Then 
heaven was opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God coming down like a dove and landing on him.  
Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear 
son, with whom I am pleased.” 

 

Mk 1:14-20 

Jesus went to live in Galilee and preached the Good 
News from God.  “The right time has come and the 
Kingdom of God is near!  Turn away from your sins 
and believe the good News.”  As he walked along the 
shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon 
and his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net.  Jesus 
said to them, “Come with me and I will teach you to 
catch people.”  At once they left their nets and went 
with him.  He went a little farther and saw two other 



brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  They 
were in their boat getting their nets ready.  As soon as 
Jesus saw them, he called them, too.  They went with 
Jesus , too. 

 

Lk 8:23-24 

As Jesus and the Apostles were sailing, Jesus fell 
asleep.  Suddenly a strong wind blew down on the lake 
and the boat began to fill with water, so that they were 
all in great danger.  The disciples went to Jesus and 
woke him up, saying, “Master, Master! We are about to 
die!”  Jesus got up and gave an order to the wind and 
to the stormy water.  They quieted down and there 
was great calm! 

 

John 2:1,5/ 6-9 

There was a wedding in the town of Cana in Galilee.  
Jesus’ mother was there and Jesus and his disciples 
had also been invited.  Then the wine ran out.  Jesus’ 
mother told the servants, “Do whatever Jesus tells 
you.”  There were six stone water jars and Jesus told 



the servants “Fill these jars with water.”  When they 
had filled them to the brim, he told them,” Now, take 
some out and take it to the waiter in charge.”  They 
took the water, which had been turned into wine, to 
the waiter and he tasted it.  He did not know where it 
had come from.  So he called the bridegroom and said 
to him, “You saved the best wine for last.” 

 

John 4:6-7, 9-10, 28-29, 39 

Jesus, tired by his trip, sat beside Jacob’s well.  A 
Samaritan woman came to draw some water from the 
well and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.”  
The woman answered, “You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan, how can you ask me for a drink?”  Jesus 
answered, “If you only knew what God gives and who 
was asking you for a drink, you would ask him and he 
would give you life-giving water.  I am the Messiah.”  
The woman went back to the town and said to the 
people there, “Come and see the man who told me 
everything I have ever done.  Could he be the 
Messiah?”  Many Samaritans in the town believed in 
Jesus because of the woman. 



 

 

Mt 25:35, 38, 40 

When Jesus comes as King and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his royal throne and all the nations will 
be gathered before him.  He will say, “I was hungry and 
you fed me and thirsty and you gave me a drink.”  They 
will say to him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty, and feed you or give you a drink?”  Jesus will 
answer them, “I tell you, whenever you did this for one 
of the least important of my followers, you did it for 
me.” 

 

 

Composed by Cathy Phillips 
Corryville Catholic School 

 Lent 2014 


