
Paradox of the Promise 

We all welcome the vision of Isaiah in the first reading for the Second Sunday of Advent: “On that day . . . he will judge the poor 

with justice”. . .the wolf and the lamb, the calf and young lion, the cow and bear will be good neighbors, working and eating to-

gether “with a little child to guide them.” Isaiah’s images of peace, justice, harmony, and safety lift our hearts, as they should. But 

another verse slips in between the beautiful images: “He shall strike the ruthless . . . slay the wicked.” We can overlook the jarring 

prediction, but “on that day” when the promise is nearing fulfillment, it returns 

full force in the preaching of John the Baptist. 

 

The last we heard of John, he had leaped for joy in utero, then was a tiny baby 

at his circumcision in the arms of his parents, receiving his God-given name, 

John. Now, as an adult emerging from the desert clothed in camel’s hair and 

nourished by insects and wild honey, he cries out “Repent!” (that is, change 

your minds and hearts, reform your lives) because God’s promise is about to 

be fulfilled. John doesn’t mince words with the naysayers, calling them “brood 

of vipers!” He prophesies that the one who is coming will be baptized “with 

the Holy Spirit and fire,” and with “a winnowing fan” will clear the threshing 

floor and burn the chaff. John offers challenge more than comfort. 

The paradox of the promise, reconciliation of opposites, will be fulfilled in the life and teaching of Jesus. He will bring comfort, heal-

ing and hope to all, especially the vulnerable, the forgotten, the excluded, but following him will lead to the Cross, and every step 

of the way calls for “repentance,” a reformation of life. We Franciscans call this “continuous conversion.” May we embrace the 

paradox, the comforting hope and the challenge. 

Sr. Marie Lucey, OSF 

FAN Associate Director 

 

Suggested Action: 

Take time to reflect on what gives you comfort and hope in this Advent Season, and what disturbs and challenges you. In your life, 

what needs repentance?   

 

Suggested Petitions: 

That “Justice will flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever” (Ps. 72), let us pray. 

That we never lose hope in God’s promise, let us pray. 

 

Prayer: St. Anthony of Padua 

O God, send forth your Holy Spirit into my heart that I may perceive, 

into my mind that I may remember, and into my soul that I may meditate. 

Inspire me to speak with piety, holiness, tenderness, and mercy. 

Teach, guide, and direct my thoughts and my senses. 

May your grace ever help and correct me, 

and may I be strengthened now with wisdom from on high, 

for the sake of your mercy.      

Amen 
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